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investigation in our House impossible. 
He should do the right thing and recuse 
himself, and this House should join the 
Senate in having a real investigation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING AND HONORING 
ANGELINA M. PENNISI STEINER 
(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, I come 
from the State of Florida, where we 
have many of our citizens who live in 
nursing homes. Despite the views of 
some, those residents can live remark-
able, productive, and fulfilling lives. 

One such resident is Angelina 
Steiner. Mrs. Steiner lives in the Plant 
City Senior Center. She shares her tal-
ents in weekly poetry readings. She be-
came a member of the Florida Writers 
Association. In 2014, she published her 
first book: ‘‘Chasing Dreams.’’ Now, 
her second book: ‘‘Beautiful Words 
Coming My Way’’ is being published 
and archived in the Library of Con-
gress. 

A loving wife and a mother of four 
children, Mrs. Steiner is inspired by ev-
eryday events. She has the talent to 
paint beautiful pictures through her 
poetry, and I am incredibly proud of 
her. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOCIAL SCIENTISTS 
FROM THE CONSORTIUM OF SO-
CIAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATIONS 
(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I 
want to recognize the 80 social sci-
entists from the Consortium of Social 
Science Associations, who are visiting 
Washington, D.C., today, and to thank 
them for their hard work keeping our 
STEM enterprise strong. 

They are here to highlight the value 
of social science research to the Na-
tion, and to support funding for the so-
cial, behavioral, and economic sciences 
in the National Science Foundation 
budget. 

Social science research has provided 
us with numerous benefits. Some of 
these include: strengthening cybersecu-
rity by showing us how changes in be-
havior can eliminate cyber vulnerabili-
ties; making our soldiers safer by 
working with the Army to improve its 
cross-cultural training; and saving 
lives by improving the system of 
matching kidney donors with patients. 

Madam Speaker, we must have 
strong Federal funding for social 
science research. Cuts would make 
America weaker, not greater. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose any 
cuts to social science funding in the 
NSF budget. 

f 

PUTTING ACCOUNTABILITY BACK 
ON THE EPA 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, to-
night I rise to commend the House for 
passing H.R. 1430, what is known as the 
HONEST Act. This would put more of 
the onus on to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, sometimes known as 
the employment prevention agency, to 
disclose where they get their science or 
where they get their reasoning when 
they are going to make a regulation 
upon the people that produce in this 
country. 

My own constituents have suffered 
from that in my district in northern 
California, where arbitrary rules are 
put in place without even the oppor-
tunity to face their accuser of what 
kind of science they are using or what 
kind of reasoning they are using to put 
a regulation in place that they have to 
fight, and fight sometimes for many 
years, in order to have the opportunity 
just to use their land, just to use their 
land for planting crops or for grazing 
or for other things that would help 
them with their livelihood, with their 
economy, like they have been using for 
so many years, even decades, in their 
families. 

The HONEST Act will put account-
ability back on the EPA to say you 
have to come forward with reasoning, 
with logic, and with science that is 
publicly available and not hidden from 
the public so that we can see what you 
are using to regulate the people. 

f 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S TIES 
WITH RUSSIA 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to continue the call for an inde-
pendent commission to investigate the 
President’s ties with Russia. 

Congress has the responsibility to en-
sure we investigate these matters ap-
propriately. We must provide the 
American people with answers, trans-
parency, and accountability. We know 
that there are issues with the House In-
telligence Committee on the Repub-
lican side, so it is time that we ask for 
an independent commission to take the 
lead. 

Let’s be honest, at the end of the day, 
you are the company you keep. So far, 
President Trump’s team has included a 
national security adviser who was paid 
by Russian companies to appear at 
Russian events, a former campaign 
manager who had a multimillion-dollar 
contract to advance Putin’s agenda, 
and now we have the issues again with 
the Republican side of the Intelligence 
Committee to cover up tracks left by 
the Trump administration. 

As we further untangle the web cre-
ated by Trump and his team, it is clear 
that some Republicans are fearful of 
what potential investigations may re-
veal. The American people deserve an-
swers. 

BUCKLEY V. VALEO 
REINTRODUCTION 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce a resolution: Ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the 
Supreme Court misinterpreted the 
First Amendment to the Constitution 
in the case of Buckley v. Valeo. 

This resolution will restore equal 
footing to all Americans in our Na-
tion’s politics. 

The landmark Supreme Court case 
Buckley v. Valeo was decided over 40 
years ago. Then-Justice Byron White 
called the decision ‘‘a mortal danger 
against which effective preventive and 
curative steps must be taken.’’ 

In the wake of the recent Presi-
dential election where spending ap-
proached $5 billion, we clearly see the 
influence of big money. That money 
exerts an inordinate amount of influ-
ence over our politics. True to form, it 
appears to have endowed donors with 
an unusually high number of Cabinet 
positions in the Trump administration. 
Over one-third of President Trump’s 
high-level government posts were 
awarded to megacampaign donors. 

Congress must end the current prac-
tice of allowing elections to be bought 
by the highest bidder. If money equals 
free speech, then lack of money equals 
lack of free speech. 

We must ensure that our campaigns 
are reflective of the people’s voices. 
Buckley v. Valeo took away this invio-
late First Amendment right from the 
people, and this resolution is the rem-
edy to restore it. 

f 

b 1715 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.J. RES. 17 

Mr. SANFORD. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that my name 
be removed as a cosponsor from H.J. 
Res. 17. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian 
Pate, one of his secretaries. 

f 

QUESTIONING THE RUSSIAN 
CONNECTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. RASKIN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
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